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PREMONITIONS OF.THE MYSTICAL REBIRTH OF URBANISM
SUPERSTUDIO evoke twelve visions of ideal citles. the supreme achievement of twenty thousand years of civilization, blood, sweat and tears;
the final haven of Man in possession of Truth, free from contradiction, equivocation and indecision; totally and fur ever replete with his OWII

PERFECTION .

First city

2,OOO-ton city
Eve n and perfect, the city lies amid
green lawns, sunny hills and wooded
mo u n tains; slim, tall sheets of
co n tin uous buildings intersect in a
rigo ro us, square mesh, one league
a pa r t. The buildings , ur rather the
single , un in terrupted building
consis ts o f cubi c cells 5 cubits cadi
way; the se cells arc placed one un top
of a no t he r in a single vertical st ack,
rea ch ing a height of a third of a
leag ue ab ove sea-level, so that the
rela tive height uf the building varies
in relation to the level of the ground
on which it rises . Each cell has two
ex tcrna l wall s. Cell walls arc uf
opaque mater ial, porous to air, rigid ,
bu t light. T he wall facing north (or if
this is an ex ternal wall, the wall'
fac ing west) is capable uf e mitt in g 31>
ima ges , so unds and smells, Against
th e opposite wall is a seat capable of
moulding perfectly to the human
body, even of enclosing it
co m ple te ly. Incurporated in this scat
is an apparatus fur satisfying all '

.ph ysio logica l need s. Whe n n ot in usc,
this membrane and all apparatus
withdraw and the wall reforms . Th e
l1uor is a simulator, a nd can evoke all
sensations of living things . The ceiling
is a bruin-impulse-receiver.

In each cell is an individual whose
brain im pu lses arc con tinually
transmitted to an electronic analyse r
sci at the top uf the build ing,
beneath a co n tinuous semi-cyli ndrical
vault . The analyser se lec ts, compares
and in te rp re ts the desires of ea ch
indi vidual , programming the life o f
the entire city moment by moment .
All citizens arc in a state of per feet
equality.

Death no longer exist s.
Sometimes so meo ne indulge s in
absurd thoughts of rebe llio n agai ns t
the perfect and e te rn al life g ranted I I

him : At fir st the anal yser ign ores th e
crime: but if it is repeated, the man
who has sh own himself unworthy is
rejected . The ceiling panel descends
with a force of two thousand tons
until it reaches the Ilour.

At this point, in this marvellous
economy, another life is initiated .

The panel returns to it s original
height, and all the individuals livin g
in cells within a distance of a quarter
uf a league from the empty cell
donate an ovum or a group o f
spermatozoa, which arc transported

in cha n nel s c rea ted for th is purpose
in a mad race to the now-empty seal.
Here, an ovum is fertilized and the
seat is transformed into a uterus,
protect ing the new son uf the city for
nine munths, until his happy dawn .

Second city

Temporal cochlea-city

111e fl oor o f the cells is so ft,
all apparatus required fur the
sat isfac tion o f individual living needs
arc hidden in the ceil ing and ale

T he city is an endless sc rew, 4,5 Krn . tete-controlled . The entire city is
in diameter , completing one clirnatized at a const ant 25 °C. with
revolution a year. 60% humidity. Each cull is vons tan tly
Its lower extremity, facing the centre lit to an intensity of l50 lux; the
of the earth, consists uf an excavating roads arc illuminated 10 an intensity
apparatus (a kind of turbine, with of 500 lux; this light contains all the
b lades) that, in revolving. crushes wavelengths of thc visible spectrum;
ro c k, forcing all matter towards the t ha t of the roads als u co nt ai ns snwll
ce n t re o f the cylinder and through a quantities of ultra-violet light.
d uct up to the ground. Above the 111e ce lls have no system for
tu rb ine is the propulsion apparatus, ';' clos ing or screening.
an a tom ic power centre set to last Inhabitants live one to a cell, and
10,000 years and the automatic Plant!" . ssess no clothes or other objects
and electronic computers that centro t.ecause the city provides for their
the city . ~ every need . They are absolutely frel'

TIle upper extremity grows to act and organize their lives, both
gradually , remaining cons tantl y at as indiv iduals ami as a co mm un ity; to
the level of the ground outside , be alone ; tu gather in groups; to
G ro wth is realized through the create laws or regulat ion s; the un ly
con tinuo us co ns tr uc tion o f new restriction is that they canno t go
sections uf ci t y by means of an outside the city because the upper
automatic bu ilding-site pla ced like a ends o f the circular road s arc closed
bridge between the centre and the b y the automatic building-site .
perimeter. On this site , r uck detritus Each cell contains all " a u to ma tic
from the excavations at the bottom is obstetrician" wh ich, a p plied to the
used as building material. abdomen uf the future mother ,

The city is composed of extracts the foetus painlessly. The
living-cells arranged in a double row baby is transported by pipeline to a
o f concentric circles, Between cell in the new ly-built section, wh ere
the two contiguous circles of cell s it is ted and looked utter
runs a ruadwu y.Tach cell has a single automatically . Only in thi s phase is
o pe n ing , a door giving o n to the the door of the ce ll sca led by a ste l'!
circular ro adway: the uther three pa ne l. Fu r fo ur years the child
walls backing onto other cells arc remains in hi, cell , during which time
totally opaque and so un d pro o f. he learns the ethics a mi working or

his city . Thcreut'tcr the metal door
slide s away and disappears forever
into the wall .

Malerials used for building the
city rema in unaltered for a century ,
without ma intenance ; then they
begin to degenerate; this is also true
uf tile equipment and machinery.
Naturally, load -bearing structures a nd
the general equipment of the city arc
all e xception.

The inhabitants spend a lot of
time ill the ro ads ncar their ce lls ;
ottcn , in group s or a lone , they climb
the spiral wad, until th ey rea ch th e
childre u'« zone JI HJ hcy ond , into tile

last four de serted and silen t sp irals
where the newburn babies live .
Orten, pla cing their hands and cars
against the warm, vib rat ing metal
walls of tlie building-site, they try tu
penetrate the mystery of the outside
world. But it is rare for someone to
go down the road beyond tile zo ne of
e xt rcme uld age , into the spirals o f
de cay and putrefaction of thin gs and
rucu, and yet further int o th e
uncertain light and the heat , in to th e
spirals sca tt ered with detritus, dust .
hones. until they reach the dark,
suffoc a ting and vibra nt zones
spira lling towards indefinite depths.
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Fifth cit,

City of the hem ' p
The city is a t1azz.lin:: .bed DC
amidst wo ,,Js and greeu
nearing It, one re:tbltcs lil:2lil
up of the rovers of 10
c rystalline ~ I -
6 1 em. wide aI:d 61 em..

wal ls scparahng t be~~~:;2~t ransp a ren t : rhe bolt
shi ny w hite Inside eft
lies an immobile indi...."'<::'-' '''Y'''''
closed brea th ine CUllkljlt.io:_~ :Z:;O .:=rl
fed bY'a blooilikeam
blood system is C<JOO

purifying a ud reI:" 'nol~~::~~~~
Which. th ro ug h tnx m '-"
dos es ot' hormones, p""·cuu :~~c.

A se rie s o f ejec
the cra niu m co ntro l
sens ory ap paratus . o f 1:r1a~~rJ,f
fo rm , d iameter 30.5 CIII.;

hem isp here of siJv~ry~me§~~~~~u f mo ving and rcm:lfn~

the air and on the
pro pulsion system '"
an d no uu isc , and 1m
life . O ne migh t thin
hund red s uf thou of
hemisp her es that oootinultY-::IImt"'-

the air and are suspe";~;::':1 fl",
ci ty or its surroui " ! l
tele kinesis.

The llat surfac of :
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int erminable meditat ions, ur
conc en tr a ted in mute, indefinite
int ercourse . Completely cu t o ff from
ex te rna l perception. t hey ca n
sub lima te th eir t houghts fu r as lon g
as th e life o f th e su n. free to rea ch
the sup rem e goa ls o f wi sd om and
madness. perhaps to reach abso lu te
knowledge.

The y will survive humanity, they
will sec its march to wa rds
destructi o n, b u t th ey w ill be un able
to do any thi ng to accelerate it , o r to
delay it.

And then , tinully, they will h e
alone .

he ight 33 ft. 3 in , It s tlo or is a t th e
sam e ground le vel as that on which
the grea t cube stands. A co rr idor 3 It .
4 in. wide , 6 tt. 8 in . high a nd 58 tt .
4 in . lo ng con nec ts t he ce nt ral cavity
with the o u tside . The centra l cav ity is
most ly occup ied by the rege nerating
and filte r appa ra tus for the bra in
liquids; the filter process is
par ticularl y accurate , elimi na ti ng all
to xins , th us prevent ing th e pr o ces s of
necr osis and age ing .

10,000 ,456 bruins live in the ci ty :
in th e d im red light o r the c orr ido r
ami the central cavity , they pu lse
slowly, immer sed in th eir

In the most cha rred , de vastated and
molten area of tha t grey space that
o nce was Ne w York . and , m ore
precisel y, whe re Cen t ral l'a rk once
was, at abo ut IIl st St. , th ere stands
th e ci ty .

When the others realiz ed that th e
e xplosion had irr evocably
contamina ted ,~ I the inhabitants o f
Ne w York, and that th eir bodies we re
ro tt ing without recou rse , it was
de cided to b uild the ci ty. It is a cube ,
with a len gth, width and hei gh t o f
IllO tt. , covered in q uart z tiles
me asuring 10 x 10 in. in each of
which th ere is a lens 'J in. in
d ia me te r. Th is coveri ng co nd e nses
light on to th e ph ot ose nsi tive laye r
behind , which tra nsform s it into th e

.energy necessary for the fun ctio ni ng
o f the city.

111e cube is unifo rmly tilled with
10 in. cubic containers, made o f a
special tra nspar ent pol ym er with
inde fin ite stab ility . T he insi de o f
every cube is a sp her ical cav ity filled
with a liqu id wh ic h supp orts a b ra in.
In th e thickness o f the cell walls arc
the pipes through which the liquid is
renewed, System s of electrodes
ins erted in various poin ts of th e
ce rebral mass ena ble th e brains to
co m m un ic ate directly .

At the ce n t re of the city is a
cavity with a length, width and

Third city

New York of brains

The ci ty tics be nea t h :~~~~~
red an d blue st riped ci

T he ten t , suspen

tra cti u n be twe en thr~.~~~i:~~~the th o usands uf ca
perimeter to the ear
of 2 mi les, 205 yank;
stands an cnormo C}'lJ:::luni~b .~

diameter I mil e and " hr"
yards, made of sheet me~~-~:ri= e ll
painted silve r ; in tliB c ­
enc losed a city b uilt on
times sma ller than reali ty;
city wi th about 2 milli :l "i::~~' ili=ob;;
it hus a ll the 'haracterist ics
moder n city, but also t
rep rodu ctions of all tbe au
mon um cn ts o fthe wo d. rr.­
Empire State BUIlding to lhe
T ow er , from [he Colosseum
(reconst ru ct ed in its~ )
Sunse t lluu levanJ.

Her e 's huw to visit Ihis
c ity : utter arriv ing and 1 1 ~

ticket . 5U ce nts fu r even' .
yu u r visit tu the c ity . Then
depo sit for an y eventual tb
might ca use . T his de posi t is I'll
$ 1 I'm ever y mi nute of runr
may not, in any case be less t
$'JUO (if yu u have n't got it. yo
get a loan a t th e bank next til tho::
ticket offi ce by simpl y handing
yo ur driving lil'en"" and the p;lpas
you r ca r: th is loan will cost yo 5
o r l be tut al ). At l itis po in t. )' 0 0

rt'l'ei ve the " key tu lhe cit}''' ; IhB "
all e leclronk (lullchcard wh ich
\,:lIu ta m s ;t1l in fo rma tiun un you
your visit : yo u an: then l'hanncOcd
ah ..m g w i th 0 1h...r Visit ors hlwards I ..
,-= ulIlpu tc r, anti :.tl"h:r a rriving at a
"c.:hl1il:c pUlIll ' ·. y ou inse rt yuu r
" key " in " ,Iut ; th en yo u ee the f'L'lI
lig.ht ill frullt u f yl1l1 ch al1!!c (0 ~~p.

Six th city

Barnum lnr.'s 13~ifil;et:H

and F abulous Ci

no . 40 wh ere the o th er extreme of
the diameter conduit is attached , th e
d ream st imulates the se x ual activi ty
(I f a cu uple ; two ovu les a rc fer tili zed
by lwn sper ma tozoa und er co n trols
that perm it no p ossibility 0 t'erro r.
Insid e th e two empty cab ins . two
" mechanical uteruses" expa nd to
rece ive th e two tcrtilizcd ov ules, t he
masc uline one abo ve, the fe mini ne
one be nea th . Nine mont hs la ter the
ut eru ses with d raw , tr eei ng t he
tocuises that in develo ping ha ve
already incorporated the terminals ot'
th e vita l ca b les a nd cond uits .

Thus, ge ne ra tion a fte r ge neratiun,
th e spaces hip p ro ceet!s t uwar ds its
goa l. wilh its loa d of slee pe rs wi th
happ y t!reams . unli l it reach es th e
New L,nt! wht'r e th e awa ken ed ones
will rount! a ne w Babylon and a ncw
J eru~klll . a ne w At hens a nd a IlC W

RlIIlW. a new Moscow and a tlew Nt.'w
York ;ull l also a new Berl in. a new
Sai~llli and a IIl'W Cape Town.

And the y will he h ap py .

ilf'ercnt moment. The eightieth
sec to r o f th e pcrimctral ring is not
dosed : two o pe n ings t he de pth of a
co uple of cabins give o n to co sm ic
em ptiness . Th is sec tor is situ ated a t
th e po in t o f u u achrucu r of O Il C end
of th e cytindrical co n nec tor s tothe
ring .

As a pair of cab ins passes the 7 'lt h
sector, and the ' Hile r wa ll hegin s t o
co incide wi th th e opening , ai r es,ares
thro ugh the fi ssure a nd a nn ul s th e
pres sure in the cab in . But before
dying of asphy xia, the pa ssen ger dies
o f total hae mor rhage. No longer
subje c t 10 ex te rna l p ress ur e, all b lo od
vessels brea k , blood brea ks thr ou gh
th e e nt ire skin a nt! a lmost
imnlediatcl y fret' ze s. 111e a ir ga l'
routillll es to w it-k ll, ami at thl~ S'lIItL'
time the cables and pipe lint's whi ch
hat! ke p t th e body ali ve . de tach
lh c IH'\clv c s , and it tl uats s lo w ly i llt\)

O ll tc r spa\:c .
At t he salllt: lI1omen l , UI1 the

tlppu si t ~ silk o f the ri n~ , a t s\.~ ~tor

Fourthcity

Spaceship city

If a city can be consid ered a pla ce
wh ere a grou p of me n are born. live
and die ; if a city is a mo the r w ho
looks after her children , fu rni shes
them with all th ey require and
decides how they sha ll be happy; i f a
city is all thi s . in depe nd ent of i ts
physical and de mograph ical
dimension s, the n a spaceship . which
for cen turi es has bee n foll owing a
precise rou te tow ard s a planet
thousands of ligh t-years a way , is also
a city.

This spaceship is a huge red wheel
50 111 . in di am et er.

The ce ntr al nucle us 8 m.
diamete r, con tain s a co m pu te r,
programmed at the tim e o f
departure. to guide the ship; th e
propulsion ap paratus , and all the
eq uip me n t necessar y for the life o f
the spaceship an d th e c rew.

The ex tern al ring is div ided int o
80 sections u f tw o ca bins each, one
above th e other. In each cabin sleeps
one of the 156 members of the crew,
in th e up per cabin a iuun in the
low er a woman . T he sys te m o f cab ins
ro ta tes slow ly co m ple tinu o ne
revolu ti on eve ry 80 years.

Members of th e c rew slee p from
birth tu death, enclosed in their
cabins and env elo ped in the cab les
and pip el ine s w hic h regul ate thei r
ex is ten ce . The ir brains a rc
co nllne cted by e lec t rotles to a
" d ream ge ne ra to r" whidl contains
ta pe rec ordillgs 0 f two
cumplementary lives, as they move,
ea c h pair of cabins ru ns through the
ta pe which projects it s evol ving
dream into th e h rains of th e
inh abitants ; all passell gers therefore
live through the sa me d ream at a
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vio lent death is lengthy becau se these
arc the cause of most uf the
corupluintx and un pleasant arguments
with our cl ien ts , These arc the ru les
of th e game, a nd an yon e wh o decides
to bu y a tick et autom at ically accepts
them , Naturally, we wish you m uch
bet ter tuck duri ng your journey ,
Rem ember. yuu can do anything yo n
want , IInthing is fo rb idde n. Have you
e ver wan te d tu m ake love t u Brigitte
!lard "!" To strip So phi a Lo ren
naked ' Tu have Omur Sh ar if all to
yuurscl t? You ca n finall y do it all
llf th e se an d ma ny o ther fam o us
pl'Uple arc wandering arou nd the
cit y . Sec k them out, ru sh the III in the
middle uf th e w ad, nil-o ne will
rl'<:l'gnil e yu u , d nn't wllrry aho u t the
po lin ', the y're thinking ab uut ha ving
SOIllC fnn jn st like you a re, and if
anyonl: wallis to bl~ II m oralist ,
[l'lIl l'l1Iher, YOU'Vl' gut Y\)lU pi st ol
with VUll . 'l1,a t's a ll. (lon 't lVa.,le ;IIl Y

tim " ,' rr iL' lid, rush ove r tu lIarnllm
Jr .'s d ty, hu y a Ikke l amI e n te r Ih ,'
frl'l' '\t and !Host amusing d ty in tile
world. Yo u' lllive fanta sti<:
t:xpt'r iL'nccs :lntl yo u' ll he able to
fulfil yn ur L'V l~ ry wlsh.
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normal character s, T here ar e ,
howeve r, 50, 0 00 special ch ara cter s
with sens it ivity to pain for those wh u
lik e "spec ia l effects" ). Remember
th ou gh that frum the time you arc
mortal ly wounded , y ou lo se control
of the mo vem ents o f yu ur person .
'111e a utomat ic d eath simulators tak e
o WL d ifferen tly programmed
;Il'l"'lrd ing to the type o f wound
recei ved . Th is is nat ur all y in te nd ed t o
iIH,:n..·:J. S~ th e e njuy m en t o f the person
y our pe rsonage was 1II1hH.:k}' e n ough
t" d isplease . At th is po int , yo u r
jou rne y isn ' t lIVI:r, yuu w on 't get
hack co n tr o l o f your m ovements, hut
yu u can watch a grc ut CUll to the
hospital in the a mbulance with Its
, irl'n waili ng : then a ll the medkal an d
legal fllrmaliti cs taking plare ar ound
y.m just like ill r"alli fe , and then at
Iasl yo u will he sh u t into a lu xu rio us
I st -da\\ ro rti n with paddi ng and
, ll' fl'O lIl usi4,". H lt.· moment till: \:llffin
lid do'\,,' ~ y uur jou rlH:y l'Umes ( \.I all
"'till. irrcspl'l't ivc o f tIlt' time paid fnr :
tile co f fi n dOt'S !lut ill fact go on tu a
"lui ,,'. grCl'O n,:mctl' ry, hut dirc \:tlv ttl
l he ( ·haral·lt'r Resliltation l.ah .

'n tis c\. planati ull o f r;JSCsuf

t:
.1- ' • • ~

·A;'~i;ifi;4~~~~~~,c,,;i,:.;~i;%·;r~~ .
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them, you arc in the city . Remember
that fro m no w on eve ry movement o f
you r bod y is transmitted b y Ihe su it
(which is all extrcmclv modern
tel ep antcgraph) 10 t h ~ rubut-doll you
have chose n , and Wh ich is able to act
withi n the city acco rd ing to yo ur
impulses. The sensat io ns uf vision ,
smell , hearing and to uch a nd taste
per ceived b y it s electro n ic d ct ect o rs
will be faithfully transmitted d irec tly
to yuur nervous ce ntres .

Re member yu u c an do whateve r
you wa nt , hut an y damage t o the ci ty
or its inhabi t ants will h...debited 10
you r accoun t: also re mem ber that
you r " cha rac te r" ha s a smull quantit y
of pra c tica l knowled ge that ca n he of
lise to yo u d u ring yo ur " jo urne y" .
lie knows which is hi s ca r, his ho use,
his wife or girl-frie nd, he ca n find h;;
way in the cit y st reets , et c , .. In tbe
right-hand po cket of yo ur jack et, o r
in your handbag i tyou a rc a wo man ,
you have a lo aded pi stol (if yo u have
chosen to be a detective or a killer ,
yo u k now very well th at y uur pistol
is under your left armpit). You ca n
lise it as y UII please , hut remem ber
that eve ry assa ssin uti un will co~t }'l HI

repair charges . which a rc « n nct imcs
ver y he avy (a wo rd in yo ur car : if
you don 't want 10 spen d to o much ,
aim low ~ a great huils-c yc betwee n
the eyes o r in th e fore head is
sat isfyin g, but ruins all Ihe sensor y
detector mechani sm s and th i'\ 1.: :lH

cos t yo u abou t S 100 0. A ~lllK.1 ho le
in the stomach, w ith a bit uf IIlCk,
will cust yOll u nly SJtJ()). W;ltchout :
dur ing y" ur jll UtllC)', natlll all~ , ,uu
<:an be atta<:keJ , run nver, th e vk tim
llf a ll empted rape (e vell If vo u arc
llrc ss(.,tl as a bright YUll n~ man L YIJU
have the piSlol fn r def,'n l:" , hut ,Iun' t
f"rgel th .1! kill ing h 'r ,,' Ih lctl- nl'e
docsn't exempt yUll fro m refund ing
uam a~L' s, '\0 If Yll U ,-"au ' t :l f f ll rd It. b l'
resigned In getti ng kil kd "r
"sl' rvi(,-=d" (i n all Y l..: J.'\L', YUU \\rlHl 't
feci any pain , thi s is thc u lIl}" ty pc uf
Sl'os:J tluu we dUll ' t prov ilk for in lHiC

couples ; this is the po sit ion o f
" sub lime love" ; the se spi rit ual unions
naturally In not han' the power to
create life , but Ihis is unnece ssary in
a pl ace where death d oes not exist.

~ ..

and can e xplain to the " b ra in" wh o
yo u wo uld like to be , If you want a
famous pe rson, living or de ad , you
just mention the name , We hope your
" He ro " is o n the list of 100.000
famous people availab le ; o ther wise,
you must make another cho ice (on
the screen in fron t of yo u you will
sec the photograph of the pcrsun
chosen if avai labl e ; the word
" abse n t" if it isn't on the list; and the
word "engaged" if it is in usc a t th e
time . Our organization isn 't a masked
ball, so don't ask for historical
charact ers; tile fist onlv includes
persons stiff living ill 191 5). For a
visit as a fam ous person, th e charge is
S I a min ut e , If on the other hand
yo u ate un assuming and prefer a n
ordinary pers on, just tell th e "brain"
what kind of pe rson and hi s picture
will immediately appear on the
screen. Having made yc ·,>:. eh oice,
wait for the so und o f t,,," 'e ll a nd
withdraw your "k':y~,. '~h now
bea rs embossed the t: , ,. 'pe rso n
you have ch osen. Tl proceed to
the cub ide zone an nd one that is
free : insert your " ke " in the boa rd
yo u lind there , Within 90 secs. , th e
rail s above you will bring a space-suit
ty pe o f gar men t which will rem ain
hanging, a tta ched to the rail s by
cables running from the joints and
the helm et. When yo u a re read y ,
push th e gr een button at che st height
on the space-suit, The floor you arc
standi ng on will di sappear through a
dia phragm syste m and you will lind
yonrself on a cir<:lIlar plate wi Ih a
diame!cr 2 yJ s. I n. 5 in . Th is plate
is cllVered with a layer Ill' sm all steel
balls wh ich "ll uw yOll a ny mo veme nt
of the legs, even ttl<' sp li ts if yOll
know how . While yo u arc o bse rving
th ese marvels . a p lexi glass cy linder
ris...s flllIn rnllnd th e ed ges o f the
plate, s t op~l i ng when it readies a
hd ght eqll allo the diam eler o f the
plate. At this point it is he lt e r l<J
dust= yu ur ~ ycs fur a few 'icco nJs to
avo id d izziness. When you o pe n

con tains its se nso ry organs; sigh t ,
hearing. taste , sme ll, to uc h . The
sensations whi ch the se perceive arc
transmitted directly to the brain o f
the ind ividual co m ma ndi ng Ihe
hemisph ere,

At times one can sec hemispheres
placed on the sarcophagus of the
own ers, exactly over the head ; thi s is
the position kn own as " pro fo und
medi tation" , At other times.
especia lly bn su n n y day s, many
hemispheres can be seen united in

•.. .~... W" ,."'...... 10 .'.".'1010 ,o~,, 'a ..

739



.--- _..,-- - - ---_. ----_ .-_._--~--

Tenth ci ty

City of order
This crt y ha s, app arently , not h ing
strange about it ; it has str eet s,
sq ua res, gard ens, new house s a nd uld:
it is in fact a ci ty like any o t he r. '111e
o nly thing is th at it ha s bee n
gov erned h y th e sa me m ay or for
fo r ty -fiv e yea rs, The re ason Iur his
lon g stay in offi ce is sim ple; he had
an cxceptio uull y good idea . Instead
of trying to suit th e ci ty to it s
inhabitants, like everyone else, he
thu ugh t uf suiting t he inhuh it un ts lu
Iheir ci ty .

No w, 4 5 yea rs lat er , th ings are I
starl ing 10 gu rea lly w<'ll; Ihe ci tu,r'n.,
th at jump the light s, da mage r'l l y
propert y, ~ompla i n abou t Ihe
unpunclllality or th e buses ur th e I

r

Eighth cit y

Conical terraced city

The ri ty II SCS In the mid st of a ~rc" l

p lain, surr o unded hy a ca na l bOO It
w ide. It is fo rmed of SOO c ireu l;"
level s un e above th e o ther , c .uh one
of which ha s a diameter 32 ft . Ie"s
than the o ne be nea th . Each lcvrl is
II ft. high , t hus the to la l heigh t is
40{)O It . wh ile th e di am e ter of tllt'
lowe st level is I b ,OOO tt .

III th e ci rcumference wall of each
level a rc du ur s 2 x 7 tt . At gro und
level there a rc b,5 00 doors, l'ac h
succ essive level ha s I J door s less. Til"
500th level has o nly \ .\ dIH'I> , an d
aho ve thi s , a t tile cv u trc \.II' t1H' .\.~ n
d ia me ter tc rrure, rise s a silvery nll' ta l
c upo la, with a radiu s H f t.

T he to tal number of d oor s in ti ll '
c ircu m feren ce walls of t he rit y is
I ,b l B,2S0. Ear ll on e gives lin tu a
room formed by the cx terual wall , a
co ncen t ric interior wall and two
radi ul wall s; the di st a nce between th,'
two conce ntric walls is t I> ft . T he
max imum d ista n ce between ti ll": two
radial walls an d the heigh t of the
roo m is 7V, fl. In the rad ial wa lis.
t here ar c ([DOT S mea sur ing: 1 x 7 ft.
which con nec t ea ch room w ith th e
two ne xt to it . The e ntire cit y is b uilt
or a white , vi tre uus, impe risha b le
cera mic.

The leve ls arc in no wa y
con necte d: nu arc hi te c tural structure
furnishes a hol d fur clim b ing ; the
terrace s runni ng th e steps betwee n
levels ha ve no parapet .

In each ro om, in the cen tre o f the
wa ll facing th e outsidedour, there
a le two cir c ular o pen ings , the lowest ,
2 It . diameter , is a kind otwindow
o pe ni ng uu to th e dar k a nd sile nt
int er io r o f the co ne, which is a single
cav ity wi t hou t horizontal ur vertical
d ivisions. The second opening, placed
above the fi rst, ha s a 12 in diame te r
a nd is the e nd o r a duel. Ilere
newborn bab ies mu st be place d as
SOO Il as the y a rc ho m .. A few se co nds
after th e ha hy is int ro du ced into the
o pe n ing it closes . When it re-opens,
afte r so me ho ur s, the ba by has a
" co- o rd ina tor" inser ted in it s br ain.

The " co -o rd in ato r" transm it s
orders through brain impulses ttl one
or more inhabitants (ne ver more t ha n
li ve at the same ti me) living o n th e
level be neath the oneon whi ch its
o wner lives; it is not po ssible tn
tra n smit im pu lses to the in hubitun ts
o r level s vet further do w n , nor III the
inhabitan ts o r line's own level, nor

cy cle s from plant cultures ami animal
breeding. '111e perfection of th e
mech anism is such that th e addit ional
'l ua nt itie s o f ene rgy and maW·;
hro ugh l in hy the light , air ami wa te r
hec o me su rplus . Any resid ue,
an ylhing th at d ies, is t rans fo n ne d,
The nlac hin~ prmluces fertilizers

co u t inual rivalr y be twee n all cit ize ns
in tr ying to live on parallel streets
with th e must rec ent dates " What day
co ul d b e hap pier th an wh en yo u
mo ve in to yo ur new ho use , and your
Director gives yo u a day off on
spe cia l grounds and co ng ratul a tes
you" Wha t ho ur could he ha ppier
than when you e n te r yo ur new ho me
a nd di scove r all yo ur ne w th ings ,
yo u r ne w equipment, your new
d o the s and ev erything el se that the
Cra ml Fuc tory has pr epa red fo r yo u"
Admi re the ci ty from above , wit h it s
grea t b lack he ad , plu med w ith the
smo ke of t housands o f factory
chimneys , wi t h i ts tid y bod y eig ht
mile s lo ng, with a t its ce n t re the
grandiose crest of skysc rape rs,
flank ed by great b locks uf p opular
housing es ta tes, a nd s tre tc hes of villas
w it h ga rdens at t he edges; wi th it ,
inte rrninab le wa ke of rubble
ind icat ing the gro un d covered.

Look ut the perfect eity that
produce s mo re goods for export th an
an y ot he r city , Lo ok at the rows of
lorries arriving empty and goin g aw ay
load ed wit h goods to co ntr ib u te to
th e greate r pro speri ty o f ou r gre at

.cou n t ry and the be t te r fo rtunes of
ou r well -loved share ho lders,

F xcerp t from
" Happ y Birthday , Cirand Factory ­
our town is 200 years old"

only th ose with lillie willpower and
the lazie st wait for four yea rs before
moving house . Luc k ily , it is not
possible to live in the sa me ho u se for
mo re than four y ears afte r it.s
co ns t ruction ; a ft er t his pe riod,
objects, accesso ries an d the st ructu re
o f the hou ses t hemsel ve s decay,
beco me unu sa ble an d soon afte r
collapse. Only society's reje cts, mad
Or insane individuals , st ill da re to
wander am ongst the ruins, th e
d e tr it us an d rubbl e th at th e c ity
leaves beh ind i t .

It is in o rder to p reve o t the
citize ns be ing reduced to suc h a
des pe ra te stal e th at lro m t hei r
ea rlies t age they a rc inc ulca ted wit h
the concept that e ve ry o ne's g re at est
des ire mu st alway s be a new house ,
am i it is for this re asun tha t th e .
newspapers. T V a nd a ll other me dia
co ntinually advert ise the ma rvell o us
novelti es of t he ne w ho uses , th e
tec hnica l innovati on s, Ihe
nevcr-bctu re-sccnco mforts . What
could b e more .fuscin atin g a nd
rea ssuring th an the sp ectacle of the
families that dail y d rive up the
perp en dicular roads in the lit tle
ye llo w bu ses pu t at th eir di sposa l by
th e Ad mi n istr at ive Council, in the '
direction o f the Gru nd Factory,
toward s th eir new houses" What
could be mo re stimulating than the

'111e machine is sclf-sutflcient . it
take s from th e outside world only
som e rays o f sun ligh t, air a nd water
rid l with t he miner al salls of the
ear th, [t look s afte r its inh abita nts hy
ela ho ra ti ng an d synthesizing the
su bs ta nces o rigina lly placed in it ; i t
reereat~ s , th a t is , wit hin it self, life

l
!

Ninth city

The " Ville-machine habitee"
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Th e city is a ma ch ine, suc h a lar ge
ma chine that not even its inhabitants
kn o w its size ; its pipelines, it s ro ws of
gcarmechunism s, co nveyor belts,
co n nec t ing-rods, stretch awa y o ut o f
sig h t, wh ic he ver way one lo oks, in
th e dim half-light, gr e y and foggy ,
wh ic h fill s the cave rn it occupies , a nd
whose walls have nev er been seen ,

The inhabitants lIve in th e
ma ch ine, endlessly dragged along by
conveyo r belts, b y chu tes and
pneumatic tubes from the time o f
hi r th to th e li me of death, T he
ma chi ne tak es care of ev ery thing;
a long th e innumerab le ro u tes whieh
int e rsect , un it e a nd di vide according
10 th e inc omprehe nsible
pr ogramming o f the ma chine. The
inhabitants lind food and fear, slee p
al lli jo y , .sex and hope, death and
ange r, so meti mes a lso re be llion; hut
t he y k now very we ll th a t if the y ge t
o tT the obliga tor y route s established
by the m achine , th ey w ill inevitabl y
he erm he d by it s m adlinery ,

Continuous production
co nveyor belt ci ty
The ci ty m oves, un rolling like a
majes t ic se rpent , over new land s,
takin g its II million inhabitants On a
r ide through valleys and hill s, from
the mou n tains to the seasho re ,
gen e ration afte r gene ra tion,

11lC hea d o f the city is the Gra nd
Fac to ry , fou r mi les wide, like the
cit y it con tin uo usly p rod uce s lOO yd.
high, .the G ra nd Fa ctory ex pl o it s
the land and the underground
materials of the territory it crosses,
alld Iroru these mar vellously ex trac ts
a ll that it re q uires fo r th e
co nstruct ion o f the c ity , The G ra nd
Fa cl or y d evou rs sh reds o f use less
nature a nd un fo rm ed m inerals a t its
fro n t e nd a nd e mits sec t ions of
completely formed c ity , read y for
use, from its back end. The G rand
Fa ct ory 1ll0V~S foward a t a sp eed o f
I ft , 2V2 in , per hour. T he p lan of the
ci ty is based o n a chequerboard of
ro ad s pe rpe nd icu lar and parallel to
th e G ra nd Factory; th e ro ads
separa te sq ua re b locks, 26 1 x 26 1
yards, and ar e 29 yard s wide, T he
perpendicular roads arc numbered
progressively , star ti ng from th e
ce n t ral ax is of the ci ty addi ng the
let te r L or R tu th e nu mber
accordi ng to whe th e r it is o n th e le ft
or the right o f the axis; the para lle l
road s however a rc ca lled b y the name
of th e month and year of th eir
construction . 111e Grand Factory
pr oduce s a series o f blocks (includi ng
the segme n ts o f p er pendicular ro ads
be tween t hem) in 27 da ys a nd the
para llel ro ad nex t to th em in 3 da ys;

The grea tes t as pira tion o f every
ci tiz en is to mu ve more and more
often into a new house b eca use th e
houses produced ar c continually
modernized a nd e q uippe d with th e
ye t mo re perfect commodities that
th e Admini strat ive Co u nc il invents
for th e joy o f t he cit izens,
The Great Families mo ve m o n thly
in to th e houses just built , follo wing
the rh ythm o f the Grand Fac tory,
The o ther ci tizen s do their be st ami

Seventh city



still less to those living above.
Theoretically, with an effort, it is
possible to refuse to obey the orders
coming from the inhabitants of the
floor above, but the sense of guilt
deriving from this rebellion is so great
and provokes such intense mental
suffering that only a few can bear it
fur long . Through this system - that
is, ordering the things they need from
those living beneath - the
inhabitants obtain everything they
require . Each desire passes from
" co-ord inator" to "co-ordinator"
until it reaches the lowest levels, and
almo st always until it reaches ground
level , where the inhabitants farm the
land, work and manufacture obj ects
to satisfy the demands of the
inhabitants of the upper levels.

Twice a day, at fixed times, all
the inhabitants of the city, putting
their heads in to the openings giving
on to the central space, rece ive,
through their "c o-ord ina tor", a
programme of dreams emitted by the
man living in the cup ola at the top .

No-one knows how the man living
in the cu ala lives, but everybody

imagines him to be happy because he
never ord ers anything, never needs
anything. It is said that the cupola
has a mechanism which can grant his
every wish immediately, and that the
beautiful dreams he transmits are
merely excerpts from his real life.

The highest aspiration of ever y
inhabitant of the city is to climb to
the higher levels and dim inish the
load of orders received through th e
"co -ord ina to r". All free time is
dedicated to thinking up and
execut ing plans to this end .
Naturally, the inhabitants of the
upper levels en deavour to foil these
effort s by every means , and the
bodies piled up here and ther e test ify
to the ferocity of their fights .
Actually, it is the piles of bodies that
provide the most useful means of
climbing (naturally individuals with
families , who want to take them
along , arc at a disadvantage) .

The inhabitants of the highe st
levels, who have very few orders, and
especially those on the very highest,
who have none at all, continually
endeavour to get into the cupola,

which apparently has no opening at
all . It is said that if o ne touches a
particular spot on its surface. i t opens
up a section for a few seconds to
admit the lucky one, but no-one has
ever emerged from the cupola to te ll

the others about it. The most
mysteri ous ques tion is wha t happ ens
to the previous inhabitant s o f the
cupo la, that is, those de -throned . On
the terrace surr ounding the cupola, a
bod y has never been found .

lack of water at the times it is most
needed , etc . . . . arc ever fewer.
Act ually, as soon as a citizen
commits so me infracti on, or
complains about some thing to the
public authorities, he is not punished
or reassured that his complaints will
he taken into account . instead, he is
sent to the town hall where he will be
a guest for a week, and con vinced.

, When this citizen returns home he
is much changed: precise , loyal to the
regulations, calm , always smiling, he
doc s his duty conscientiously. In 45
years , nearly all the cit izens have
visited the town hall and so now the y
arc nearly all model citizens.

Every so often , there is a serious
accident. one may see then that the
model citizens have a complex
miniaturized mechanism in their
heads anrJ lots of Iitlle expanded

poly styrol balls instead of their
insides, under the bands of muscle s in
the ir chest and abdomen.

No-one knows much about this
because everyone who has seen such
an accident is kindly accompanied to
the town hall to recover from the
shock .

'Ole town councillors, who were
old , have all died during the se 45
year s; the mayor has immortalized
them in splcnded plastic statues,
lite-size and in na tural colours, which
show them sitt ing round the Co uncil
table in characteristic po ses.

The mayor is very pleased with
the way things arc going : he is now
beginning to have great ambitions for
his city ; he is sure everyone will agree .
Unfort unately. yesterday he
had a fall, burst open and lost all his
lillie balls . They're putt ing them back .
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right-hand page (behaviour) only in to be found in the Book .
the dark" with infra-red light. The ethics of the Book arc those
Extracts from the Book of Christianity plus legislative and

p .2, The law is the p.3, The law is constitutional principles; the
same I'" all proportioned to the regulations governing behaviour are

. pawer of the the result of behavioural tendencies
individual in Western cultures freed from those

p.6. The .t ta tt: is at p.?, The citizen is at moralistic overtones that had before
the service o f the the service of the
citizen state prevented their free development.
·p. 2 11 , Kill onty ill p.29·, Kill ill lawful All citizens are free to live in the
self-defence attack and dispose light, or in the dark, or to move

of the body ill the between them; practically all life is
appropriateopenings. carried on in the tunnels and the

In any situation, a citizen must house-rooms overlooking these. On
observe the corresponding regulations the ground floor are shops and offices.

Eleventh city

City of
the splendid houses
TIle city has no connexion with the
countryside because it conta ins in
itself everything that pleases its
inhabitants. It is certainly the most
beautiful city in the world, because
all its inhabitants, at every moment
of their existence, move towards the
single goal of possessing the most
beautiful house.

TIle city gives all its citizens the
same starting ,poin t ; that is, it grants
every family nucleus the same
amount of space Ior bui lding a house.
In fact, the city consists of a network
of parallel roads 10m. wide, which
form 6 m2 blocks; each of these
36 1Il2 blocks is occupied by a single
family house.

TI'e limitation of the space
available for each house has the
purpose of obliging ci tizens to
dedicate all their efforts to the
aesthetic enrichment of the outside
of their homes, avoiding any
temptations of comfort and softness,
whieh would inevitably lead to the
weakening of the yearning that
should incessantly move the citizens
to build ever more beautiful houses.
in continuous riva lry with neighbours
and friends . Every house in the city
consists of one single room, 5 x 5 rn.,
3 rn, high, with walls of reinforced
concrete 50 ern. thick. The roof is of
glass. with a ceiling lamp in the
middle for lighting. The tloor is ill
padded plastic with a heating plaque
in the centre; the walls of the room
are painted greenish. A curtain of the
same colour, in plastic, hides the
service area at the right of the

. entrance; to the left of the door, a
green-painted metal cupboard with a
security lock contains clothing, but
there arc no other objects in the

Twelfth city

City of the book
The book that all citizens wear
hanging on a chain round their necks
is the spirit of the city. Lcfthand
pages list the moral norms, righthand
pages, codes of behaviour on Which
the citizen bases his life.

The city consists of a series of
parallel buildings 10 m. high, 30 m.
wide, and 10 kill . long, with a
distance of 3 m . between them.
Inside each building is a tunnel lO m.
wide, 9 m. high, and the length of the
building.

Every 30 III., smaller transverse
tunnels (3 x 3 III.) join the
longitudinal tunnels and the external
streets between the buildings.

The longitudinal tunnels arc
cnmpletely dark, but each citizen is
equipped with infra-red visual devices
which enable him to sec perfectly in
the dark.

The built-up areas between the
longitudinal tunnels and the

external streets arc occupied hy
single, identical houses with a central
corridor and rooms 10 right and left ;
every house therefore has half its
rooms facing onto the streets and
half onto the longitudinal tunnels.

The Book which rules the life of
the citizens is made in such a fashion
that the left-hand page (ethics) can
be read only by outside light, and the
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room . On the wall in front of the
door there arc two taps, one for
water, and the other for the nutritive
plasma based on chlorella and
integrated with vitamins and mineral
salts, which constitutes the citizens'
oniy food.

Above the taps, on the electric
ligh t switch and on the regulating
knob of the heating plaque, there are
meters connected to the central
electronic computer of the city
which takes care of the citizens'
remuneration. All citizens in fact
work in the city 's factories, which
produce metal components,
silk-screened plastic panels, clothing
and ornamen ts and articles of basic
necessity. At the end of the month,
each citizen receives.a sheaf of
coupons, calculated on hi~ wages,
with deductions for water, light,
heating and food; with these
coupons, he can buy the materials
that he needs for continuing the
embellishment of his house. All
citizens dedicate all their leisure time
to this task.

The walls of the houses, of

reinforced concrete, are the bases for
metal frames bearing silk-screened
panels depicting any subject in bright

-colours; the choice of the subject to
be represented on his house is left to
the taste of the individual; the most
popular is famous historical
buildings, but there is no lack of
trees, animals, paintings and
sculpture, etc .

There is no limit to the height of
these towers, except for the high cost
of the building rna terials; the families
with most prestige live in towers up
to 200 m. high, and on which various
subjects arc depicted. Towers taller
than 90 m. can no longer be
supported by the iron framework
alone, and contain a transparent
plastic balloon filled with helium
which helps to hold up the
construction. .

All coupons not spent on building
materials are used for the purchase of
clothing and personal ornament. In
the streets, the inhabitants, who at
home spend their time naked, are
clothed in many-coloured garments,
gay and cut in all sty les.

The moment has come
in which to reveal the
significance 0 f these
descriptions: this is a test

Of the twelve cities whose
descriptions you have read,
how many would you like to
come true? Have you felt
that they might be of
advantage to humanity?
Work out your answer
carefully. Results on p. 785

Super studio
Piazza di Bellosguardo I, Firenze
50124,
I Alessandro Magris: born 1941 ,

graduated in architecture in 1970,
when he joined Superstudio.

2 Alessandro Poli: born 1941,
graduated in archi tecture in 1970,
when he joined Superstudio.

J Piero Frassinelli: born 1939. awarded
diploma in 1958, a degree in
architecture in 1968, joined
Superstudiu in 1968 .

4 Cristiano Toraldo di Francia: born
1941, graduated in architecture in
1966; co-founder of Superstudio.

5 Roberto Magris: born 1935, award~d
diploma in 1955,joined Superstud io
in 1967.

6 Adolfo Natalini: born 1941,
graduated in architecture 1966, when
with Cr istiano Toraldo di Francia, he
founded Superstudio . Teaches in the
Faculty of Architecture, in Florence.

·Note to p. 29: The sidewalks of the
longitudinal tunnels are raised 70 em .
above the roadway and under them
lie the conduits for the elimination of
bodies. These arc transported to the
incinerators by conveyor belts.



• University o f Bristol
Departml"H o f ext ra ·Murill S tucties.
:.30/ :12 r"ndilil 's Park Road , B ()~ IO I

SSH lH R
1J D ec., ' C h a n ge s in p rec n ce'
2 t 23 Jan " 1972, 'S h op p ing cen tres '
25 ·21 Feb ., 'Environmental co n tr o l'
2426 March , ' De te c t s, t aitu r es and
rnaintenan ce i n b u i lc1 i1l9S' ,
28 ·30 April , "a rcb uec turat p rac t ic e
and the C.:>mrnon Mar ket '.
29 May , ' H o u se co n v t!rs io n ' .
16 -17 Jun e, 'A rchi tectural
se cretaries ' co u r se ' ,
Fees b e t w ee n £ 12 and £3 .

York

Mure than nine; YO il arc a hca ,1
ur s ta te, or hop e tu become one , u r
at an y rat e yuu arc su ite d to he on e
The log ic allli th e mcchuui srn of tlt e
sys te m arc perfect ed wit hin you , a rc
pari u f you , a rc you . You arc hUI an
em p ty she ll, a dark , humid cav it y
into which the system ha s penetrated
like tendrils of pump kin plan ts in to
ea r th y cre vices , un t il it has filled
the m l.:P lll ph.'ldy . Yo u nrc <I horrid
cvucatiou uf hel l, horror surruuud ,
yu u. You a te nul a human bein g .

From six. 10 nine: YUti a rc an
clement o f th e syst em , a r , lg
Iuu ction iug pe rfec tly withi n it s
me cha nism ; lubrica ted b y the log ic o f
the culture , an d thus free from
friction , you turn smoot hly ,
perfectly sync hronized wi th yo u r
crea tor : hallu cin ating a nd sad ist ic
you generate terror. You a rc nut a
human being either , hut a " gulem",

From three 10 six : Yuu ar c a
slave, a succ ub us. Y'Il1 have killed
your doubts ill orde r no t to be kill ed
h y them, and yo u have died with
them an ywa y. You don 't think, yo u
duu't want . you only ex ecute orders.
Of the whole yuu , th ere rem ain but
limbs a nd o rgan s, nothing m ore than
mechan ical parts fun ct io nin g in o ne
direction only; fro m the assembly
line to th e junk Yard . You arc
nothing ; a pour, crea king " robo t".

From one to three : You are a
worm, You have got the id ea ami you
don 't wan t to adm it it even 10
yourself. Y ou ha ve a mp u ta te d y our
legs, arms ami teeth because you're
scar ed eve n to run away . And now
yo u're hidde n away in a <l ark co r ner
with your SIl OUI in ti le mud so as 11 0 t
to sec o r he ar. But the di sgusting
thing about yu u is th at yo u 'd like to
be less frighten ed Sll as III be like
everyone else . You're a human be ing?
but perhap s that' s wor se Ihan if you
weren 't ; ha ven 't yo u no ticed?

You didn't want any of the cities
to clime true: So, you feel
self -satisfied , hUI you shou ldn' t;
be cause you haven't ca ugh t on: yuu
haven 't understood that the
des criptions repre sent ci ties now . Is it
pos sible that yo u didn 't realize th at il
is en ough to carry forward the logic
of the syste m uut il it be comes
rigorous logic . to co nc re tize many
more hullu ciuating fanta sies than
thuse d escrihcd ucrc ' l lold un , the
way is broad , rhl' "teehn ulug icall y
advanced" countr ies ar c running
rapidly along it (ever ne arer their
glial) and lit e " dc veln ping countrie s"
arc following close , You arc an idiot .

On ly if you und erstood the game
froru the beginning, call you ho pe tn
be saved. FWIIl th e horror 11 I' us and
our surru u nd iugs, "revelation" COl""
spr ing. Ascend, then , up tu the (Jld
Man Ill' Ihe Mo nn lain atilt he o f his
d,il<.l.ren. Oh ser ve time through the
while hairs o f his heard , and when
yu u have hee n reuortt , de sl'Cnd wi lh a
pill of hashish he ne~ t h yo u r t\lll gue,
and a kn ife under y" ur , Iur l , til
exterminate Ihe ~ l' iIi ts , monsters a nd
denHlns th a t in fes t the Earth , a nti
linall y , porified With water a llli
inc ense , y ' lu call (.>rl?parC lite
flllUU.l:.tli lHl S for thl~ new City of tilL:'
White Wal" .

Resul L... Or
the tWCIVl' cities test. p. i.n .
If you aPI' roved:

UK

London

Bristol

Lecture
The annual lecture o f the Society uf
I\rchitectural Histori ans of GB w,lI
be given uy John Brandon-Jones o n
'C. F. A. Voysey : Pug io 's la st
disciple ' , on January 17, at 6prn, a t
the Royal Society of Arts, Adelphi ,
Loodon WC2 . The lecture is open to
the public.

Inst itut e of Adva nc ed Ar chitectural
S tudies, Th e-' K " ''1 '5 M,J1 lOr, York
YO I :l EP. T,,1. Yen k :l49!!)
28 o e c . 1 !:I71 · 8 Ja n . 1972 , Ic c
£39 ,00 ·

Died
Robin Boyd, on October 25, aged 52,
the Australian a rchitect best known
abroad , famous e4ua/ly for his
writings as for his neat bUildings,
Edgar Wind, aged 71 , Professor
Emerilus of the History of Art at
Oxford Unjversity, O rW of th~ most
brilliant lecturers tilld writers of th e
age .

Courses

' T eac h ing Methods'
October 1972, one year full t ime
diploma course in ' C o nserva t io n
Studies' ,
Applicaticns to Dr . D urek Linstrurn
at above add ress .

eBuddinB H esearch Sfat HlIl

( ~ ol r·;tt lll. V\I.1t l o rd WU 2 I.lH , I t ~ L

L ,"'l,, " O lt'r h .) / 4040 . ,,. l l'2LJ. i
7 8 D e c .. 'W in o lo .H..llng u n h lltl cJ in g~ · .

fee £ 14 ,

.CASE (Centre lo r Advanced S t u d ies
in Envu un m ...n tJ
l !l ~ /\,dlllt 'cIIIL II I\~~;I)( 1,IIltJf l , :«i
B I't.i h lld Sq lJ.Jrl"' , l l.lflLJ (l fI we IH : U:~; ,

I,d III fi;,!l lI~lI ,l

50 J a il ., ' Pee f or rn an c e a t. t he
hui'd ing I.u n t r <lct ' , tee £20
I ~) 2 0 d nd:?ti 77 J ~UI ., ' H e r.e n t
d ov u tcp vnunrs in en vrr o n m en tn t
con t rols' , fe e £20
16 17 F ..;!b ., ' L o ca l c i r c l~ l aJ iu n, t r u t ti c
and servi c ing ', f ee £20

.Poly techn ic o f Central L ondon ,

Dep artment o f Bu ild ing, :J~

Md,-..,. ldj{H H ~ RClild. l. oudon N W 1
r ~1 0 1,tiEl ; ~H l l F x t :l 4/ .
1971/72. Modular Bui lding Ind ustr V
Courses

• Polytechnic of the South Bank
0 "1)[ . Ilf Archi toc tur u , Hill:Uur c1
Ro"d . LonrJ(JIl SW9 , T"I 73 !17 190
Cornrnenclnq 7 .Jan ., course of 12
lectures. 'Design for T.V : --- Fridays
at 6 ,30 prn . Hack ford Road ann e xe .
Fee £:J.50 .

Australi a , spend ing it fortune an
reasonable expectation of
professional e xch ange. (Some were
even heard to say thut ICSID sh ou ld
refund their tares] :

Th e co n fro nta t ion between the
inhabitants o f Instant City and th e

'conqresistas produced the only lively
interchange d uri ng the 3 days. Prof.
Misha Black br illIantly spoke up for
industrial design but , as Dublin
stude lit Toal" MUlre describes on
p .762, 111 5 a rgu me nt wa s probabl y
lost on th e City people .

Art istiC b each olc t i v i t i es were ill
evu Jencc throughollt : fun 011(..1 games
III th e wawr wi th gree n Hlllustr ial
hos ing ; and a ' scu lp ture
hydrogen-fill ed 'c ushions' , the result
of 48 hOllrs Ilf roulld ·the·dock
ac t iVi ty. co ncl ude u barely in ti me for
mmt of th" departing guests to glimpse .

• ADI/FAD, the Span ish br anch of
ICSID (International Congress of
Societ ies of Industrial Deisqn} , was
the org aniser of what turned out to
be the most frustrating of congresses .
The locat ion of th e 2 new hotels
wh ich housed it (see AD 9/71
p.5821, in relation to each other and
to the beach and I nstant City, could
be blamed; or the lack of sea ti ng
space for the dozen or so
pre-arranged discussion groups; Or th e
lack of a focal centre ; or ... or . . .
or .. .

AUI /1- AU nad prldee m ernselvcs
that this was to be a congress
organised by the participants
themselves, Well , it fa iled .

True, that two swimming po ol s
and the sea were on hand to cool
anger . But that did not satisfy th ose
who had come all the w ay from, say.
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